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PiPJvI  AC  CI  HEIR'S  TAIIE  A  HSAFf  TOLL 


Dcivid  J.    Price,    Principal   Zng?.neer   :n  Charge 

c?.nd 
Harry  3.    Poethe,    Senior  Engineer 
Chemical    Engineering  P.esearch  Division 
3urea:u  of  Agriculturrl    Cheirastry  and  Engineering 
U,    S.    Pepartrnent    of   jiigri culture 
Washington,    D,    C. 


I.'ore   persons  are   accidentally  Irilled  Yrliile  rt  v'ork  in  agricul- 
tural  pursuits   than  in  anj-   other   occuprtion.      It  hrs  "been  estimated  that 
each  jear   spproi^imately  100,000   accidents   occur  on  farns    in  the  United 
States  aiid  a'cout  4,500  of   these  terminate  z^atally. 

Unfortunatelv,    statistics  on  the  iiiinoer  of  fajrm   accidents   and 
fatalities,    end  their  causes   are  availaole  for  only  a  few   states.      One  of 
these   states   is  Kansas   in  7/hich   the   Sta.te  3oprd  of  Health  and  the   State 
Board  of  A:~riculture  have  'ozcn  giving  active  attention  to   the  fra-n  accident 
prolDlern  vjith  gratif^Hng  resxilts.      According  to  J.    C.   Ivlohlcr,    sccretra-y   of 
the.  Kansas    Str.to   Beard  of  Agriculture,    farm   rccidcnt   dorths  'oy  years   in 
Kansas,    sincu   records  have    oecn  kept,    vcrc   ps  follov/s:      1930  -  99;    1931  -   95; 
1932  -   105;    1933  -   93;    1934  -   112;    1935  -   101;    1936  -   109;    1937   -  83;    and 
1938   -   54.      The   effect   of    the   organi.'^ed   safety  cacipaign  in  that    State   is 
especially   noticeaole   in  the   last   two  jfears.      State-v/ide   censuses   of  farm 
accidents   in  1934  rnd  1935   sho-^yed  that  machinery  arid  livestock  i,7ere  the 
cutstajiding   causes   of  agricultural  accidents   in  Kpnsas,    the   t'^o   together 
accounting  for   approximately   two-thirds   of  all  mishaps.      Machinery  caused 
38  percent    of   the   total   pjid  livestock  accounted  for  26   l/2   percent,      Jails 
were  third    in   the  list,    t^^ith   almost   15  percent;    ajad  the   simple  chore   of 
getting  in   the  V'-intor'  s  v;ood  claimed  7   percent.      The  remaining  13  1/2  were 
grouped  a.s  miscellaneous  accidents.      Specif icaJ-ly,    over  23  percent  of  all 
the   accidents  ".cere  attriouted  to   engine-propelled  machinery.      Under   this 
classif ica.tion,    injuries  from  autos,    rjnounting  to  10  percent,    for  the  most 
part   o.s  a  result   of  cranking,    came  first,    closely  follov^ed  "by  tra.ctors,    to 
which  the  mo.jority  of  fatal  machinery  a.ccidents  ^rere  ascrioed,    7/ith   trucks 
listed  next   and  then  combines,      Tlie  kicking  horse  and  mule  ^cre  the  greatest 
menace  among  farm  ajiimaJ-s;    falls,    which  were  most   frequent   from  loaded 
wagons;    gasoline,    as  the  most   dangerous   explosive  on  the  farm;    sodium,   chlor- 
ate a.s   a  spray,    the  m.ost  highly?-  flai:iraa.ble  ajnong  the  weed  killers,    and 
nyjiierous  other  hazards  completed  the  long  list, 

Alabajr:a  is  another    State   in  which  farm  accidents  have  "been 
studied  by   the   State  Board  of  He£ilth.      I)r.    J.    i'.    Baker,    State  Health  Officer, 
is   the  authority  for  the  followiiig  statistics   on  larra  accidents   in  Alabajna.: 


_    o  ~ 


DEATHS  FROM  P.ARI\.I   II'^DU'STRIAL  ACCIDSETS   111  ALABMilA 
ACCORDIHG  TO  ACTIVITY  MD  AGEI'CY   OF   INJURY     1932-19; 
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lEATES  JHQ,:  PAPxi  HOHI]  ACCIDISWS   111  .ALA3i"JvIA  ACCOBDIIMG 
TO  ACTIVITY  IJIJ)  AC-MJCY   OF   liUUItY     1933-1938 
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nalDles 

C  a  r  ry  i  ng  other 
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Other 

UnJknown 
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The  lollo'ving  sta,tistics  on  fern   accidents  in  Illinois  for  1938 
have  "been  taken  from  material  p-ilDlished  by  the  Illinois  Aj^-ri cultural 
Association: 


E-amher  of 

ITujnber   of 

Injuring  Factor                           Injuries 

Ifeaths 

Total 

Llachinery                                              801 

37 

338 

Livestock                                                571 

54 

625 

Frlls                                                          401 

24 

425 

Krnd   tools                                              150 

1 

161 

Falling  objects                                     83 

c 

92 

G-uns                                                              49 

26 

"75 

Su.rns                                                            46 

19 

65 

Gasoline   and  kerosene   explo- 

sions                                           43 

9 

52 

Lightning                                                 32 

15 

47 

Infection                                                   42 

5 

47 

Fagcns                                                          34 

6 

40 

Others                                                     226 

38 

264 

Grand  total                                        2,4-23 

2-^3 

2,731 

According  to  the  National  Safety  Council  71  fatal  accidents  oc- 
curred on  Ilirjiiesota  faxms  in  1938,   Injury  by  rnimals  accori-ntsd  for  22 
of  these  deaths;  ^oy   falls,  17;  by  ma^chinery ,  33;  by  being  run  over  oj   tractor, 
6;  by  being  run  over  by  wagons,  4;  o-^/   falling  trees,  2;  and  miscellaneous,  7, 

Farm  a.ccidents  have  exacted  a.  liep'ry   toll  not  only  in  lives  lost 
but  also  in  persons  permanently  disa.blGd.   Also  distressing  wa.s  the  working 
time  lost  'oy   individuaJIs  who  :7ere  temporarily  disabled.   These  losses  are 
all  the  more  deplorable  because  they  could  have  been  prevented  for  the  most 
part  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  common  sense  an.d  care.   The  remedy,  of 
course,  is  to  make  agricultural  workers  safety  conscious.   The  same  huma.n 
element  is  there  as  olsowhcro,  but  lacking  arc  the  influence  of  public 
sentiment  and  legislation,  and  the  benefit  of  rules  ajid  rogulaitions  and 
organised  a.ctivity  that  promote  saaoty  in  other  industries.   Although  the 
prevention  of  farm  accidents  due  to  the  use  of  ma.chinery  is  a  difficult 
problem,  manufacturers  oy   improving  the  design  of  their  equipment  and  in- 
corporating protective  devices  are  materially  contributing  to  the  safe  use 
of  these  machines. 

Greater  safety  on  the  farm  caamot  be  obtained  until  the  farmer 
fully  understajids  and  appreciates  its  importajice.   It  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  the  seriousness  of  the  farm  accident  problem  is  now  being  recognized 
and  that  va^rious  groups  and  organizations  interested  in  the  farmer'  s  wel- 
fare are  giving  it  increased  attention.   There  is  urgent  need,  however,  for 
an  organized,  na.tion-wide  program  on  farm  safety,  in  which  a  united  a.nd 
continuous  effort  will  be  directed  toward  red\icing  the  appalling'  number  of 
personal  injuries  and  deaths  occuring  from  accidents  on  the  farm. 


